
SIXTH FORM BRIDGING WORK 
& YEAR 11 DISCOVERY 

Get Ready for A Level Law  

 

Subject mind-set and BIG picture thinking & links… 

In the first few months we are going to be considering how legal system works and, in particular, the civil and criminal legal 
system (they are very different!). Therefore, you need to be familiar with how the legal system has developed and how it 
works today, with particular emphasis on the Magistrates Court and Crown Court systems (where criminal cases are tried.) 
We’re also going to look at the elements normally needed to be found guilty of a criminal offence – the actus reus (guilty act) 
and the mens rea (guilty mind) and why the law considers both to be important.  

 

Please explore the following tasks:  

Work to complete  

Look at the pack provided along with relevant pages from the AQA A Level Law Revision Book. Read through this 
carefully and complete the tasks on civil and criminal law, the different court systems, parliamentary law making, 
researching subject specific vocabulary and researching the rules of criminal law. There is also some recommended 
reading and viewing at the end. This will give you an excellent grounding for your A Level studies in September! 

Recommended text book 

AQA AS/A Level Law Book 1 Paperback – 30 Jun 2017 by Jacqueline Martin (Author), Nicholas Price (Author) 

Recommended websites you should be familiar with 

http://www.e-lawresources.co.uk 
 
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/a-level/subjects/law/ 
 

Related magazines, blogs subject experts 

A Level Law Review, LawPod UK (this is really excellent for understanding the principles law is based on)  
  

Possible virtual places to visit 

https://www.judiciary.uk/you-and-the-judiciary/going-to-court/high-court/the-rolls-building/virtual-tour/ 
 

Teachers contact for questions and more information  

laura.pittam@shoreham-academy.org 
 

 

http://www.e-lawresources.co.uk/
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/a-level/subjects/law/
https://www.judiciary.uk/you-and-the-judiciary/going-to-court/high-court/the-rolls-building/virtual-tour/
mailto:laura.pittam@shoreham-academy.org


It is time to look forward and explore the courses you are planning to study in the future.  

Getting organised: Begin to set up a Learning folder digital or at home for your chosen subjects.  

(Shoreham Sixth Form has a way of organising this)  

 

 



Introduction – Welcome to A Level Law at Shoreham 
Academy! 

 

This pack contains a set of tasks and resources to prepare you to start an A 
Level in Law. It should be used throughout the remainder of the summer term 
and over the summer holidays to ensure you are ready to start your course in 
September. Because you have more time than you would have otherwise, 
there is quite a lot of material to go through! If you are wise and you do this 
thoroughly you will be off to a flying start when you begin A Level Law in 
September 2025.  

The course we follow is AQA A Level Law. There is a link to the specification at 
the bottom of this page. There is also included in this booklet some 
recommended reading and viewing to give you a basic understanding. 

Law at A level is an exciting and interesting course which covers the English 
Legal System and the Nature of Law, Criminal Law and the Law of Tort 
(Negligence) with an option to study either Contract or Human Rights. We will 
be studying Contract Law. The course will give you an understanding of the 
law; how laws are made and enforced through the Courts as well as peoples’ 
civil and criminal rights and responsibilities. 

Please complete the activities in this booklet. Feel free to use the internet to 
assist you and, in particular, the link in the useful websites page to support you 
with these activities. Bring your answers to the activities to your first law 
lesson in September. 

“In a world divided by differences of nationality, race, colour, religion and 
wealth [the rule of law] is one of the greatest unifying factors, perhaps the 
greatest, the nearest we are likely to approach to a universal secular 
religion,” Tom Bingham, The Rule of Law.  

 

 

 

 



AQA LAW SPECIFICATION 
This is a two-year linear course that comprises four topics that will be formally 
assessed at the end of the two-year course. Students will also be assessed 
throughout the course by way of formal and informal testing. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/law/as-and-a-level/law-7162/specification-
at-a-glance  

Task One - Criminal or Civil Law?  

There are different types of law and understanding the difference between 
Civil and Criminal law is key to understanding the workings of the English Legal 
System. 

Criminal Law will result in a prosecution being brought by the Crown 
Prosecution Service (on behalf of the Queen) against a defendant. It is a form 
of public law – involving the State against a citizen – and it exists to ensure 
society can live safely and that those who threaten others’ personal safety 
through violence or who take away people’s property dishonestly through 
theft etc are punished. This is why we have a criminal court system which deals 
with defendants accused of assault, murder, rape and also theft, burglary and 
robbery.  

Civil Law is a form of private law. It is where individuals bring actions in law 
against other individuals (or companies)  for doing something which has had an 
adverse affect on them – this could be a claim against another driver for a road 
traffic accident which has seriously damaged your car, or suing a hospital trust 
for negligent treatment during an operation which has left lasting injuries.  

Read the attached pages from AQA Law Revision book which sets out the 
differences between the civil and the criminal court system. (pages 2,  46 – 53) 

Also, watch ‘What is the distinction between Civil and Criminal Law?’ with 
Professor Jo Delahunty QC  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbLPiwo10bM 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/law/as-and-a-level/law-7162/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/law/as-and-a-level/law-7162/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbLPiwo10bM


 

 

 

 

 

 

a)  A number of words and phrases are listed below but do they relate to 
civil or criminal law?  

Can you put them in the right column? The first 2 have been done for you.  

 Criminal         Civil 

Jury         Claimant  

 

 

 

jury  

prosecutes  

defendant  

punishment  

claimant  

compensation  

beyond reasonable doubt  

damages  

convicts  

R (Rex – the King – criminal cases are normally R v (Defendant’s name) 

small claims court  

CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) 

Balance of probabilities  



County court  

Crown Court  

 

 

 

b)  Familiarise yourself with the different hierarchy structures of both the 
Civil and Criminal courts, which are outlined in the attached pages 
(referred to above) from the A Level Law Revision Book.  

Read through the jumbled Civil and Criminal court structures and then create 
an annotated diagram for each hierarchical structure (Civil AND Criminal) that 
should include:  

  

- The purpose of each of the courts 

- Which type of cases would be heard at each type of court  

 

For example, in the Criminal Hierarchy, the Magistrates Court will be at the 
bottom as it hears the least serious cases. The next Court up is the Crown 
Court… etc 

Criminal Court Hierarchy      Civil Court Hierarchy 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

County courts 

Crown Court 

Supreme Court (Previously known as the House of Lords) 

High Court 

Magistrates’ Court 

Court of Appeal (civil division) 

Court of Appeal (criminal division) 

 

c) Gary’s problems 

  

For each of the scenarios below, outline whether you think that Gary’s possible 
legal problem is civil or criminal. 

Also, decide whether you think that Gary will win or lose if the case ends up in 
a court or Tribunal and explain your reasoning. 

 Remember that in criminal courts, the standard of proof the Defendant is 
judged by is ‘beyond reasonable doubt’; the jury has to be satisfied beyond 
reasonable doubt that D committed the crime and is guilty. This is also known 
as the ‘99%’ rule – it’s a very high standard to meet, because the result can be 
going to prison and losing your liberty!   

 

For civil courts, the standard of proof is ‘on the balance of probabilities’ - the 
judge will decide if it is more than 50% likely that the defendant is liable. This is 
lower than the standard required for criminal case. The reason for this is that, 
if a defendant is found guilty in a criminal court, he may be sent to prison – 
therefore the jury have to be really sure that he or she committed the crime. In 
civil cases, the punishment is normally by way of damages (money), where the 
defendant makes a payment to the claimant if they are found liable. 

 



 

1. Gary is pulled over by the police for driving under the influence of alcohol. 
Gary has had three pints of beer and two vodka and cokes . 

a. Criminal or Civil 

b. Win or Lose? 

c. Why? 

 

2. Gary has been stealing money from his till at work. He is doing it to pay for 
urgent medical care for his daughter. His boss has found out.  

a. Criminal or Civil? 

b. Win or Lose? 

c. Why? 

 

3. Gary owns a garage and there was an oil puddle on the floor. He didn't clear 
it up and a customer slipped on it causing him to break his leg.  

a. Criminal or Civil? 

b. Win or Lose? 

c. Why? 

 

4. Gary wants to take a jacket back to a shop because he has discovered a 
small tear in it after he has bought it. They refused to take it back.  

a. Criminal or Civil? 

b. Win or Lose? 

c. Why? 

 

5. Gary has been stalking his ex. He is repeatedly commenting on her stories on 
Instagram, calling and texting her. She has told him she doesn't want anything 
to do with him.  



a. Criminal or Civil? 

b. Win or Lose? 

c. Why? 

 

6. Gary is part of a syndicate which plays the lottery together. One week, the 
numbers come up but because Gary hasn't paid his share for a week they tell 
him he cannot claim his part of the prize.  

a. Criminal or Civil? 

b. Win or Lose? 

c. Why? 

 

 

  

Task Three: Parliamentary Research Activity  

Read pages 22 – 25 of the AQA Law Revision Book (attached) 

  

a)  Do some research on both The House of Commons and the House of 
Lords. 

Watch this video along with your own research: 

An introduction to Parliament 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RAMbIz3Y2JA


 

 

- How many people sit in each chamber? 

- How do people become members? 

- What are the roles of each House? 

Watch this videos:  

 

Most of Britain's Parliament is not elected... Meet THE LORDS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgMRiA9dZQs


 

 

b)  Answer this question over at least 3 paragraphs:  

Do you think the House of Lords has become an outdated legal institution or is 
it still necessary to have a ‘check’ on law made in the House of Commons? 
Refer to the make-up of the House of Lords in your answer (how many BAME 
members  / female members are there? Could this have an impact on the laws 
passed?) 

 

 

 

 

c)  There are many steps that need to be taken before a bill (a proposed 
parliamentary act) passes through government. Both houses (House of 
Commons and the House of Lords) must be consulted. These are outlined in 
pages 22-25 of the AQA Revision Book.  

- Write a few sentences about what happens during the Parliamentary law-
making process.  

- Explain what potential difficulties an MP may face in passing their bill. 



Use the following resources to help you: 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KFGt9M-j28 

 

- https://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/ 

 

Task four: Learning Subject Specific Vocabulary 

 

There is a lot of vocabulary specific to the law which you will need to have an 
understanding of. Look at the below glossary and make revision cards with 
their definitions. Try learning the terms and test yourself.  

 

Appeal 

Civil law 

Common law 

Damages 

Compensation 

Doctrine 

Green papers 

Guilty 

Juror 

Jury 

Lay people 

Magistrate 

Offence 

Omission (committing an offence by omission) 

Parliamentary supremacy 

Precedent 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1KFGt9M-j28
https://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/


Remedy 

Statute 

Statutory  

Statutory interpretation 

Tort law 

White papers 

 

Task 5:  Rules of Criminal Law  

It is important to understand that there are certain rules which apply to 
criminal law. The most important are that each crime is normally made up of 
an actus reus (which is Latin for a guilty action) and the mens rea (Latin for a 
guilty mind). For example, for the crime of theft, the actus reus would be 
taking an apple from a shop. The mens rea is the intention to take the apple.  

However, sometimes realising something bad may happen as a result of what 
you do, and then going ahead and doing it anyway, is sufficient mens rea for 
the crime. This is called recklessness. So for assault, the actus reus could be 
hitting someone when you are dancing wildly in a crowd, but the mens rea is 
being reckless as to whether your actions will result in someone being hit, and 
still choosing to act in that way.  

Read pages 66 to 67 of the AQA level law revision book (attached) and make 
notes under the following headings: 

1)  Defining crime  
 

2) Criminal liability   
 
 

3) Defending crime - how to remove liability (and so be found ‘not guilty’) 
 

4) How criminal liability is proved  

 

Finally, do some research on the very old (and very famous!) case of R v 
Dudley and Stephens. Write a brief summary of the case below:  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now do a quick sketch of the facts of the case below; this can be comic book 
style if you want!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What important legal principle did this case establish, which is still in 
existence to this day, about using the defence of duress for a crime (the 
defence that someone else made you commit a crime otherwise they would 
seriously hurt or kill you)?  

 

Preparing to study law 

  

In order to really understand the legal system in England and Wales it is a good 
idea to do some research of your own so that you can start to build a picture of 



what the law is all about. Students who wish to prepare further for their 
studies may find the following suggestions useful: - 

 

The Media:  

A good Law student will have a broad awareness of current affairs (in 
particular relating to legal issues). Every single day you can be guaranteed 
there will be a story in the news that is about law in some way; from a police 
officer’s widow campaigning for a minimum sentence of 15 years when 
someone is found guilty of killing an officer carrying out his duty, to M&S 
bringing legal action against Aldi for selling a cake that looks like ‘their’ Colin 
the Caterpillar cake.  

For this reason, we recommend that one of the best ways to prepare for your 
Law A Level is to read a good quality British newspaper or news website every 
day. Many newspapers have specific sections for legal news. 

• The Independent 

• The Telegraph 

• The Guardian and Twitter @GdnLaw 

  

  

 

 

Recommended Books:  

   

The Rule of Law, Tom Bingham (Lord Bingham, the senior Law Lord). This is 
viewed as the best book for anyone to read if they are interested in the 
profession. 

 

Letters to a Law Student, N.J.McBride.  

 



A Really Basic Introduction to English Law and the English Legal System, 
Michael Lambarth 

  

The Secret Barrister blog – an anonymous account of what life is really like as a 
barrister!  

 

What about Law?, Catherine Barnard 

 

Students who enjoy fiction may enjoy reading works with legal themes such as: 

• Charles Dickens, Bleak House 

• Harper Lee, To Kill a Mocking Bird 

• Franz Kafka, The Trial 

Also, you could read Lord of the Flies by William Golding – to show what can 
happen to a society without a legal framework in place 

 

Suggested Viewing:  

  

Briefs  - A documentary series which follows the work of the UK’s largest 
criminal legal aid firm.  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=the+briefs+criminal+law+do
cumentary 

  

Acts of Parliament:  A look at how laws are made by Parliament (in Australia 
but their system largely reflects ours): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhYpkVclXbA 

 

Common Law: A look at how the common law is made by Judges (see above) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vb9JjncNq3k 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=the+briefs+criminal+law+documentary
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=the+briefs+criminal+law+documentary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhYpkVclXbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vb9JjncNq3k


Useful Websites:  

These websites are so useful in helping you create notes as well as providing 
essential case law, revision tools, games and practice papers. 

  

• The Student room offers great law resources to view and create as well as 
support from real life students. The content includes notes, flashcards and 
mind maps. 

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/a-level/subjects/law/ 

 

• This website gives a good overview of the main areas of law we will be 
covering together with case summaries and revision games. 

http://www.e-lawresources.co.uk/A-Level-Law-books.php 

 

Materials required for September:  

• Folders – you will need 4 large lever arch files to be kept at home for filing 
notes upon completion of topics/units in lessons. You will need a smaller folder 
to bring to each lesson with current work. 

• Stationery – pens, pencil, highlighters, ruler, stapler, hole punch, lined 
notepaper, dividers 

 

AQA Law Book 1 – Martin and Price (Hodder Education)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/a-level/subjects/law/
http://www.e-lawresources.co.uk/A-Level-Law-books.php
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